THE   NAMELESS    HEROES

Catholic hierarchy in the United States and those British and
French reactionaries who had used the "Red atrocities" (cal-
culated according to their own methods and then multiplied by
a thousand or so) as their chief argument against loyalist Spain.
This deliberate silence on the part of those who made such a
parade of humanitarianism, is a disgrace which it is beyond the
power of words to describe.

The "atrocities" in Republican Spain ended as soon as the
Government was able to re-organize the police, to stabilize the
administration of justice and to exercise its authority. Within a
few weeks of the outbreak of the rebellion, the political parties and
trade unions were giving support to the Government in this
connection, punishing any members who attempted to administer
rough justice, and expelling suspicious and undesirable elements
from their organizations.

The Republican Government cannot reproach itself with
having, during the war, ordered or tolerated mass slaughters
such as those of Badajoz and Malaga, and it would never have
plunged Spain into a sea of blood after the war was over. We
should have refrained from such a course, not only because of its
utter repugnance, but also because we were neither so stupid nor
so ignorant of the feelings of the Spanish people as to believe that
anything can be built up in Spain on a basis of terrorism and
concentration camps. The policy of reconciliation on which the
Negrfn Government based its programme of the Thirteen Points,
was inspired not merely by motives of generosity, but by the
conviction that the only way to reconstruct the country and to
ensure a happier future is to put aside all hatreds and differences
and to re-unite the people in a common task. This was and still
is the only intelligent and the only possible policy.

I am absolutely certain that if the Republic had won the war,
it would not have been necessary for half a million Spaniards to
cross the frontier into France and to accept French hospitality
in the hope of eventually starting life afresh in South America.
The mere existence of these half million refugees is, in itself, the
greatest possible condemnation of Franco's regime.

At the front this policy of reconciliation was thoroughly under-